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Object: Schoenhut Circus Toys
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Donor: Geneva Wyant

Elsa Juhre, circa 1918. N015728. Courtesy of Elsa Juhre Schmitz.

Peanuts and cotton candy. Sawdust and colorful banners. Flying acrobats and roaring lions. Once upon a 
time children of all ages thrilled to the energy and excitement of the traveling circus. But once the show left
town, how could a youngster recreate its magic and wonder? By staging a miniature circus in their front 
parlor! Around 1918 young Elsa Juhre of Rogers was able to do just that when she received several 
pieces to a Schoenhut circus set for her birthday. Local photographer George H. Bingham captured the 
memories with several sweet images of Elsa and her toys.



Albert Schoenhut (1848-1912) was born in Wurtenberg, Germany, to a toy-making family. His father and 
grandfather made wooden dolls, rocking horses, and wagons. Recognizing young Albert



Albert and Marie Schoenhut had eight children who happily served as 





Among today



he would occasionally borrow her circus toys 

http://www.registerguard.com/webextra/homegarden/20030626/hg.antique.0626.phtml
http://www.oldwoodtoys.com/american_circus_toys.htm

